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BBPOEB AND AFTBE THE BATTLE OF BEANDY- 
WINE. EXTEACTS FEOM THE JOUENAL OF SEE- 
GEANT THOMAS SULLIVAN OF H.M. FOETY- 
NINTH EEGIMENT OF FOOT. 

[Thomas Sullivan enlisted in Dublin, Ireland, February 5, 1775, in 
H. M. Forty-ninth Regiment of Foot, commanded by Hon. Major Gen- 
eral Alexander Maitland, which four days later marched to Cork, to 
embark for Boston, Massachusetts. On March 25, Lieut. Col. Sir 
Henry Calder Bart, joined the regiment. The reinforcements for the 
British Army in America, sailed from Cork in a fleet of 23 vessels, on 
April 19th and arrived at Boston the day before the battle of Bunker 
Hill, which engagement they witnessed. While his regiment was in 
Philadelphia, Sergeant Sullivan was married December 13, 1777, to 
Sarah Stoneman, who was born in Bucks county, Penna., about 1757. 
On the retreat of Clinton's army through New Jersey, he deserted June 
25th, and three days later was back again in Philadelphia, where 
through Col. Cox, he was engaged as Steward in the family of Major 
Gen. N. Greene, Quarter Master General of the army.] 

July 20th, 1777.— The Fleet dropped down the Narrows 
to Sandy Hook, and it took up the day and part of the next 
morning before the whole were at Anchor near the Light- 
house, the wind being contrary. 

July 23rd. — All things being in Readiness, the Admiral 
weighed Anchor at 8 o'clock in ye morning at Sandy Hook, 
and the whole Fleet after him. It was 12 o'clock before 
they were all under sail, the first being obliged to lie to, 
until the last part cleared out of the Hook. 

The Fleet consisted of seven Men-of-War of the Line, 
several Frigates, Sloops of War, Armed Vessels and 
Schooners, with upwards of two hundred sail of Transports. 
We steered our course to the southward, keeping in with 
ye Land. 

July 26th. — It blew very hard from off the land, to the 
Westward, which continued all night, and drove the Fleet 
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to Sea. The wind proved contrary for some days, so that 
we were about 15 Leagues to the South-East of Cape Fair. 

July 29th. — The wind changed to the East and obliged 
us to make two different Tacks before we weathered the 
Point on which stands the Light-House at the entrance of 
the River Delaware. In the Evening it was very calm, and 
the wind, (when it sprung up), changed to the Southward. 

The Admiral made a signal to lie to, altho' the wind was 
fair to go up the River, as it seemed the descent was to be 
made, which the whole Fleet did all night. 

The General receiving intelligence from the Captain of 
the Frigate that was stationed at the Capes, that the enemy 
had the River on both sides well fortified, and dangerous if 
not impossible at that time for the shipping to get up as far 
as Philadelphia; thought it adviseable not to land the 
Troops; Accordingly the Admiral made Signal to crowd 
sail, which we did and steered to the southward still, the 
wind blowing off the Land to the southwest. 

August 3rd. — At 7 o'clock at night, we met a great squall 
of wind, which blew so very hard, that we could not carry 
any sail for about two hours. Several vessels received great 
damage to their Masts and Rigging in this storm. 

August 4-th. — We had very heavy Rain, which continued 
all day, but the wind did not blow hard and the Sea was 
smooth. 

August 14-th During the time we were at Sea, the wind 

kept contrary, and after a tedious voyage, we made Cape 
St. Frederick ; at the mouth of Chesapeak Bay, where we 
came to anchor. 

August 15th. — The wind proving contrary still, we made 
but little way up the Bay, and came to an anchor at the 
turning of the tide, which runs very hard. 

August 16th. — The wind sprung up after a few hours of 
calm, and the Fleet weighed anchor, sailed with a good 
breeze, but for fear of a storm that threatened, we came to 
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anchor at 7 o'clock. At 8, the wind blew very hard with 
thunder and lightning, and continued blowing harder still, 
until midnight, when a most violent storm, in strong squalls 
of wind blew, from the north-west, that occasioned several 
vessels to drag their anchors. On board our ship, we were 
obliged to put out a second anchor, and to lower our yards 
and top-masts. 

A Thunder-Bolt killed 3 horses in the hold of a Trans- 
port, and split her main-mast to shivers ; but by God's in- 
finite mercy, there was not a man on board hurted. 

August 17th. — We had a calm all day, but for fear of an- 
other storm we did not sail in the night; it lightened con- 
stantly, and the clouds were dark and heavy. 

A very remarkable event happened that, night, which was 
thus : 

A woman's shift being burned upon her body, as she was 
lying in a berth on board a Transport, and she asleep, by 
a flash of Lightning, without the least damage to her skin 
or flesh ; Also a man's coat and shirt was burnt likewise on 
his back, without his knowing of it until next morning. 
And the arms of three companies of men were Japanned 
on board the same ship by the same flash. 

After the storm was over, the Fleet weighed anchor, at 
6 o'clock in the morning, and sailed up the Bay with a fair 
wind. In short we continued tiding the River, without 
anything material happening, until the 23d ; on which day 
the Fleet came to an anchor at Turkey Point, the wind 
continuing fair all that time. 

Chesapeak Bay is about 300 miles long, and in some 
places 40 miles broad; into which several rivers empty 
themselves. 

On the south side of the Bay stands Annapolis and Balti- 
more, at the former we saw some Batteries made, and flags 
of defiance hoisted in different parts of the Town ; but they 
did not fire a shot upon the Fleet. "We took some vessels 
of force in that Bay. 
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The shipping came close to the Ferry at the entrance of 
the River Elk into the Bay, in Maryland. 

August 25th. — The Army landed in two columns : the 
1st. under command of Lord Cornwallis, at Elk Ferry; the 
2d., under the command Lieut-General Knyphausen, at 
Cecil Court-house. 

August 28th. — The following Corps marched from Elk 
Ferry, in this order, viz. Infantry Yeagers ; the two Bat- 
talions of Light Infantry; Queen's Rangers; Ferguson's 
Corps of Riflemen ; British Grenadiers ; 1st. Brigade of 
Artillery; Hessian Grenadiers; 2d. Brigade of Artillery; 
Foot Guards, 1st. and 2d. Brigades, British ; two Troops of 
16th. Light Dragoons, and all their dismounted; Mounted 
and Dismounted Yeagers, and the 3 Battalions of the 71st. 
Regiment. 

After forming the line of march, we arrived at a small 
town called Head of Elk, by reason of its being built at the 
head of that river. The inhabitants fled before we reached 
Town ; leaving great quantities of stores in it, and on board 
several Sloops that were in the river about a mile from the 
town ; being informed or rather persuaded, that our Army 
would kill and destroy them and their families. 

General "Washington (as I was credibly informed) dined 
there the day before our arrival in the town, under a strong 
guard of Light Dragoons. 

Our Army formed an encampment outside the Head of 
Elk, near the enemy's outposts, who took upwards of forty 
of the soldiers prisoners, that straggled beyond the outposts 
to forrage without arms. Lieut. General Knyphausen, with 
the 3d. Brigade of Artillery, the remainder of the 16th. 
Light Dragoons, 3d. and 4th. Brigades British and the Bri- 
gade of Sterne, remained at the Ferry. 

August Slst. — A troop of Light Dragoons, a company, of 
their dismounted, fifty men of the 23rd. Battalion, together 
with the 49th. Battalion, marched from our encampment to 
a small village about four miles to the northward of the 
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Head of Elk, called the Iron-Works, from the mills that are 
in it. 

Earl Oornwallis and Major General Grant marched with 
this party. "We destroyed some liquors and stores there, 
and the few families that remained in the village, brought 
their effects to Head of Elk. The detachment of the 23rd. 
Battallion took post two miles from the village, and were 
attacked by a party of the enemy that mustered from the 
woods, being informed by the inhabitants of their strength ; 
a smart fire ensued, which being heard, the whole party 
marched immediately towards them ; but the Rebels kept 
firing and retreated, at last dispersed in the woods. The 
engaged party had one private killed; and a sergeant, 
drummer and 4 men wounded. Soon after we returned to 
Camp. 

September 3d. — Major General Grant, with six Battalions 
remaining at the Head of Elk, to preserve the communica- 
tion with the Fleet; the two Divisions joined at Pencadeur, 
laying four miles to the eastward of Elk, on the road to 
Christiana Bridge. On the march the Hessians and Ans- 
pach Chausseurs ; 2nd. Battalion of Light Infantry, and the 
Queen's Ranger's, who were at the head of Lord Corn- 
wallis's Division, fell in with a chosen Corps of 1000 men 
from the enemy's Army, advantageously posted in the 
wood; and after a hot fire the enemy retreated towards 
their main body, by Iron-Hill. They made a stand at the 
Bridge for some time, but the pursuing Corps made them 
quit that post also, and retire with loss. 

In this skirmish we had 3 men killed; 2 officers and 19 
men wounded. The enemy had the commanding officer 
of the advanced picquet and other officers killed and 
wounded, besides 50 men killed, with many more wounded. 
"We took up the ground the enemy left, and in the evening 
encamped there. 

September 6th. — After such vessels and stores as could not 
be removed from the Head of Elk, were destroyed, Major 
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General Grant with the troops under his command, joined 
the Army. 

September 8th. — The whole army marched from the left 
by Newark, and in the following order, viz : 

First Division, under the command of Lord Cornwallis. 
1st. and 2d. Light Infantry with an officer and 12 

mounted. 
1st. and 2d. British Grenadiers. 
Hessian Grenadiers. 
Yeager Infantry. 
1st. and 2d. Battalions of Guards. 
Mounted Yeagers. 

Second Division, under the command of Major Gen Grant — 
2 Squadrons Dragoons. 
1st. Brigade of Artillery. 
1st. and 2d. Brigades British. 
3rd. Brigade of Artillery. 
3rd. and 4th. Brigades British. 
3rd. Battalion of the 71st. Regiment. 

Third Division, under the command of Lieut. Gen. 
Khyphausen : 
Dismounted Yeagers. 
2d. Brigade of Artillery. 
Brigade of Sterne. 
One Squadron of Dragoons. 
40th. Regiment, with two 3 pounders. 
1st. and 2d. Battalions of the 71st. Regmt. 
Queen's Rangers. 
British Riflemen. 

We marched about 6 miles, and in the evening encamped 
in the township of Hokessen, upon the road leading from 
Newport to Lancaster, at which first place General Wash- 
ington had taken post, having his left at Christiana Creek, 
and his front covered by Red Clay Creek. The light 
infantry and Yeagers took most of the Rebel's baggage on 
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the road, also found a house full of tents and camp equip- 
age. The enemy were that night in our front and rear. 
The two Armies in this situation, being only four miles 
apart, The enemy moved early in the night of this day (8th.) 
by the Lancaster road from "Wilmington, and about two 
o'clock next morning, crossed Brandywine Creek at Chad's 
Ford, taking post on the heights on the eastern side of it. 

September 9th. — The third of the Army began their march 
at 12 o'clock, towards New Garden, having with them all 
the heavy Artillery Baggage and Cattle (of which latter we 
had great many) under the command of Lieut. General 
Knyphausen, being followed by the 2d Division at 6 o'clock 
in the afternoon, while Lord Cornwallis, with 1st Division 
moved to Hokessen's Meetinghouse. The Light Infantry 
on the march took a Picquet of the enemy. At 12 o'clock 
that night we halted, extending our line to Kennett's 
Square. 

September 10th. — The whole joined in the morning, and 
marched at 8 o'clock, the army defeated the Rebel's picquets 
at Kennett's Square, at which place we remained that night, 
extending our line towards Brandywine Creek. 

The 1st and 2d Brigades were ordered to join Lieut. 
General Knyphausen's Division, and all the baggage 
remained with that column, except some empty waggons 
that were ordered to join Lord Cornwallis's Division. 

September 11th. — At daybreak the Army marched in two 
columns ; the Right commanded by Lieut. General Knyp- 
hausen, consisting of four Hessian battalions under Major 
General Sterne ; the first and second Brigades of the British, 
three battalions of 71st Regiment, the Queen's American 
Rangers and one Squadron of the 16th Light Dragoons, 
with Ferguson's Corps of Riflemen, under Major General 
Grant, having with them six medium twelve pounders, four 
Howitzers, and the Light Artillery belonging to the Bri- 
gades. This column took ye direct road toward Chad's 
Ford, 7 miles from Kennett's Square. 
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We were not above half a mile on the march, when Fer- 
guson's Riflemen and the Queen's Rangers, commanded by 
Captain "Weyms, of the 40th Regiment, attacked the advanced 
picquets of the enemys Light infantry and Riflemen, which 
kept up a running fire, mixed with regular vollies for 5 miles, 
and they still retreating to their main posts, until they got 
almost in gun shot of the Ford. 

The other column, under command of Lord Oornwallis, 
Major General Grey, Brigadier Generals Matthews and 
Agnew, consisting of the mounted and dismounted Chaus- 
seurs, two squadrons of the 16 Light Dragoons, two Bat- 
talions of Light Infantry, two Battalions of British, and 
three Battalions of Hessian Grenadiers ; two Battalions of 
Guards, the 3d. and 4th. Brigades of British, with four light 
twelve pounders, and the Artillery of the Brigades, marched 
about 12 miles to the forks of Brandywine, crossed the first 
branch at Trimble's Ford, and the second at Jeffry's Ford, 
about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, taking from thence the 
road to Dilworth, in order to turn the enemy's right at 
Chad's Ford. 

The Queen's Rangers and Rifle Corps at the head of 
Lieut, general Knyphausen's column, advancing to the foot 
of a hill, saw the enemy formed behind the fence, were de- 
ceived by the Rebel's telling them, that they would deliver 
up their arms ; but upon advancing they fired a volley upon 
our men, and took to their heels, killed and wounded about 
thirty of the Corps ; by that and the preceeding skirmishes 
they were much disabled, which occasioned our Brigade 
i. e. 1 st. to advance to the front, being separated (when we 
formed upon a little hill) by a small Creek, which ran be- 
tween that and the opposite hill on which the enemy took 
post. "We played upon them with two 6 pounders for half 
an hour, and drove them out of the breastworks, which was 
made of loose wood, upon the declivity of the hill. The 2d 
Brigade British, formed upon another hill upon our left and 
played their two six pounders also upon the enemy's Battery 
at Chad's Ford. As we crossed the brook, they formed be- 
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hind another fence at a field's distance, from whence we 
soon drove 'em, and a Battalion of Hessians, which formed 
at the left of our Brigade, fell in with them as they 
retreated taking them upon their right flank, and after a 
smart pursuit from the Hessian Battalion, they crossed the 
Brandywine and took post on that side ; leaving a few men 
killed and a few more wounded behind. 'Twas then about 
10 o'clock, and the 2d Brigade with all the Hessians and 
Artillery joined us, after we pursued the Rebels as close as 
we could without being in danger of their cannon above the 
Ford, all the men lay upon their arms in a close valley cov- 
ered with wood. 

A company of the 28th. and a company of our Regiment 
advanced upon the hill to the right of the Ford, and in front 
of the enemy's left flank, in order to divert them, who were 
posted at a hundred yards distance in their front, behind 
trees, to the amount of 500, all chosen marksmen. 

A smart fire maintained on both sides for two hours, 
without either parties quitting their posts. Out of the two 
companies there were about 20 men killed and wounded 
during that time ; and two 6 pounders were ordered up the 
hill to dislodge the enemy if possible, and assist the party 
engaged. These guns played upon them for some time, but 
they were so concealed under cover of the trees, that it was 
to no purpose to endeavor to bring the cannon to do any 
execution. In the mean time, by our guns being in an open 
field, there was one man killed, and a man and a horse 
wounded, which belonged to the train. 

The guns were ordered back and also the two companies, 
in order to draw the enemy after them from the tress, which 
scheme had the desired effect, for they quitted their post and 
advanced to the top of the hill, where they were attacked 
four companies of the 10th Battalion, in front, while the 40th 
made a charge upon their left flank, by going round the 
hill, and put them to an immediate route. The 10th Bat- 
talion took up the ground the enemy left. 

The six medium twelve pounders being arranged in order, 
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together with two 6 pounders, played upon the Battery, in 
which the enemy had three Brass pieces of Cannon, and 
and a five inch Howitzer, for three hours successively. 

Also two six pounders that were placed upon the brow of 
the hill, from whence the enemy were lately driven, to flank 
their army well as well as to flank the Battery above the 
Ford. 

General "Washington, who joined that morning with 8000 
of the Militia, having intelligence of this movement, about 
noon, detached General Sullivan to his right with near 
10,000 men, who took a strong position on the command- 
ing ground above Birmingham Church, with his left near 
to the Brandywine, both flanks being covered by very thick 
woods, and his Artillery advantageously disposed; he had 
with him General Lord Stirling and Stevens. 

As soon as this was observed, which was about 4 o'clock, 
the King's troops advanced in three columns, and upon 
approaching the enemy, formed the line with the right 
towards the Brandywine ; the Guards being upon the right, 
and the British Grenadiers upon their left, supported by the 
Hessian Grenadiers in a second line, to the left of the center 
were the two Battalions of Light Infantry, with the Hessian 
and Anspach Chausseurs, supported by the 4th Brigade. 

The 3d Brigade formed the Beserve. Lord Cornwallis 
having formed the line, the Light Infantry and the Chaus- 
seurs began the attack, the Guards and Grenadiers instantly 
advanced from the right; the whole under heavy fire of 
Artillery and Musquetry; but they pushed on with an 
impetuosity not to be sustained by the enemy, who, after a 
smart and hot engagement sometimes to the bayonet, falling 
back into the woods in their rear, the King's Troops entered 
with them, and pursued closely for near two miles. 

After this success, a part of the enemy's right took a 
second position in a wood about half a mile from Dilworth, 
where the 2d Battalion of Light Infantry and Chausseurs 
engaged and soon dislodged them from thence ; and from 
that time they did not rally again in force. 
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The 1st Battalion of British Grenadiers, the Hessian 
Grenadiers, and Guards, having in the pursuit got entan- 
gled in very thick woods, were no further engaged during 
the day. 

The 2d. Battalion of Light Infantry, 2d. ditto Grenadiers, 
and Fourth Brigade moved forward a mile beyond Dil- 
worth, where they attacked a Corps of the enemy that had 
not been before engaged, and were strongly posted to cover 
the retreat of their Army by the Roads from Chad's Ford 
to Chester and Wilmington, which Corps not being forced, 
on account of their great superiority in number and being 
somewhat determined to stand, until after it was dark, when 
the Troops had undergone much fatigue, in a march of 17 
miles, besides what they supported since the commencement 
of the attack ; the enemy's Army escaped a total overthrow, 
that must have been the consequence of an hour's more 
daylight. 

The 3d. Brigade was not brought into action, but kept 
in Reserve in the rear of the 4th. Brigade, it not being 
known before it was dark how far Lieut. General Knyp- 
hau sen's attack had succeeded ; nor was there an opportunity 
of employing the Cavalry. 

The column under Lieut. General Ehyphausen, as had 
been previously conserted, kept the enemy amused in the 
course of the day, with cannon, and the appearance of 
forcing the Ford, without intending to pass it, until the 
attack upon the enemy's right should take place; accord- 
ingly when it began, Major General Grant at the head of 
the 4th. and 5th. Battalions, being the two right hand Bat- 
talion's of the 1st. and 2d. Brigades British, crossed the 
Ford. Generals "Wayne and Maxwell, who commanded the 
left of the enemy's line, being joined by General Washing- 
ton, as aforesaid, attempted to defend the Ford, by persuad- 
ing their men that it was impossible for the King's troops 
to pass it. 

As the 4th. Battalion (being the first) forded the River, 
under a heavy fire of Musquetry, the enemy's cannon miss- 
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ing fire in the Battery as they crossed, and before the gun- 
ners could fire them off, the men of that Battalion put them 
to the bayonet, and forced the enemy from the entrench- 
ment, who drawing up in the field and orchard just by, 
rallied afresh and fought bayonet to bayonet, but the rest 
of the two Brigades, 71st. and Rangers coming up, were 
obliged to retreat in the greatest confusion, leaving their 
artillery and ammunition in the field. "We were up to our 
middle in the river, and the rear line of the enemy being 
posted upon a hill on the other side of the road, played upon 
us with four pieces of cannon during that attack. They 
made but a little stand on that side, after they began to 
give way, part of them being attacked by the Rangers and 
71st. in a Buck-wheat field was served with the Bayo- 
nets before they could clear the fence round it. On ac- 
count of the delay the train had in crossing the Ford, we 
had no cannon to play upon the enemy's line, except one of 
the pieces left in the Battery, which we turned upon them. 
The line being now formed the retreat became general, but 
darkness coming on before we could reach the heights, they 
escaped with the cannon under cover of the night, leaving 
62 men killed in that attack besides their wounded and 
prisoners, and about 240 killed with a great many wounded 
in the attack with Lord Cornwallis. From the most correct 
accounts, the strength of the enemy's army this day in 
action was not less than 15,000 men, part of which retired 
to Chester, and remained there that night ; but the greater 
body of them did not stop until they reached Philadelphia. 

Out of that number, they had about 300 men killed, 600 
wounded, and near 400 made prisoners, besides a great 
many officers killed and wounded; among the latter the 
Marquis la Fayette and General "Woodford. 

The loss on the side of His Majesty's troops, and the 
Ordinance, ammunition, and stores taken from the enemy, 
will appear in the return following : 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing in the General 
Engagement with the Rebel Army, on the Heights of Brandy- 
wine, September the 11th. 1777. 
vol. xxxi. — 27 
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British. 

3 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 5 Serjeants, 68 Rank and file 
killed; 5 Ensigns, 35 Serjeants, 4 Drummers, 372 Rank and 
file wounded, 6 rank and file missing. 

Foreigners. 

2 Serjeants, 6 Rank and file killed ; 1 Captain, 3 Lieu- 
tenants, 5 Serjeants, 23 Rank and file, wounded. 

Eight pieces of Cannon, and a great quantity ot military 
stores taken. 

The Army lay that night on the Field of Battle, and in 
the morning there was not a man of the enemy to be seen. 

Sept. 12th. Lieut. General Knyphausen's Column re- 
maining that Day upon the Heights, Major General Grant 
with the 1st. and 2d. Brigades marched to Concord. 

September 13th. — Lord Cornwallis with the Light In- 
fantry and British Grenadiers joined us at Concord, and 
proceeded to Ashtown, within five miles of Chester, where 
we encamped in the evening. 

On this day also, the 71st. Regiment were detached to 
Wilmington, where the enemy had thrown up Works, both 
to the land and to the river, with seven pieces of cannon in 
the latter ; but those works being evacuated, Major Mc- 
Donnell took possession of the place without opposition. 

September 14th. — Lieut. Colonel Loos, with the com- 
bined Battalion of Rhall's Brigade, escorted the wounded 
and sick to Wilmington, being joined two day's after by the 
Battallion of Mirback. 

This day I was sent by the Adjutant of our Regiment, 
to receive some General Orders from the 23d. Battalion, 
which was not brought up ; and after I came home, being 
called upon by Lieut. Colonel Calder, to know who was the 
owner of some Mutton that was roasting in the Camp, and 
at our company's fire, as I could not tell him, I was reduced 
to serve as private, and he also abused me very grossly : 
after which time I did not write or act as Clerk to the 
Battalion. 



